sequel having been reported. Syphilis by itself is quite bad enough without the addition of blindness. The multiplication of new drugs is possibly due to insufficient knowledge as to the use of old ones. Iodide of potassium is useful in all stages of syphilis-not only in tertiary syphilis, as was formerly taught. With regard to excision of the chancre, the evidence is contradictory. The earliest possible excision has often failed, as has also excision of the point of inoculation before the chancre has appeared. On the other hand, Neisser's experiments seem to show that excision is worth trying; but in most cases it involves too much mutilation. To be successful the spirochaetes must be localized to the chancre; their spread into the general circulation may result from unskilful excision.
Dr. GEORGE PERNET said that in this country and in the United States the profession was behind the times in regard to methods. He was surprised that there should be such a small attendance as the present one when such an important disease as syphilis was under discussion. Some French observers were of opinion that at least onethird of the morbid conditions met with in the practice of medicine were due to syphilis. John Hunter, whose great authority put people off the scent with regard to syphilis and gonorrhoea, especially his opinion that syphilis never affected the viscera, was known to have been quite wrong in his views. Another great authority-Ricord----had maintained that secondary lesions were not infectious. Therefore it was important in this discussion to disregard mere authority. The great point was to investigate with an open mind.
There were now ample means of diagnosing syphilis, and he need not enumerate them. He did not think, however, that examination of the cerebrospinal fluid had been sufficiently insisted upon. There was now little excuse for leaving a case to run on until (so-called) secondary symptoms appeared. He had seen many cases in which four or five weeks haa been lost, and even that had made a great difference in the complications which followed, especially in the case of extra-genital infections. He considered the pill treatment had failed; otherwise why should our asylums contain so many patients suffering from general paralysis of the insane, and the nerve hospitals be so busy with tabes, to mention only two of many diseases? Sometimes circumstances compelled the giving of pills, but he did not consider that a good form
